
Bernadette Harvey 
Born in Australia, Bernadette Harvey is an acclaimed soloist and chamber 
Musician, currently a senior lecturer of piano and piano pedagogy at the 
Sydney Conservatorium of Music. Her career as a pianist began when she 
won her first medal in the Sydney Eisteddfod at just 2 years of age. She 
went on to win the ABC Young Performer of the Year (1987) playing in recitals 
and as soloist with all major Australian Symphony Orchestras. In 2000 she was 
awarded the Centenary Medal for her contributions to Australian music, and 
with her brother, Michael Kieran Harvey, she received the Australian Music 
Centre’s award for the Promotion of Australian Music and the Best 
Performance of an Australian Composition as a member of the duo-piano 
Australian Virtuosi (2001).  
 
Following early studies in Australia, Harvey travelled to Canada, England and  
France, studying with Fanny Waterman, Cecile Ousset, and with Dr Nelita True 
in America, graduating with a Masters and Doctorate of Musical Arts from 
Eastman School of Music (Rochester, New York). Harvey then taught at the 
New England Conservatory and the Longy School of Music in Boston at 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. Returning to Australia in 1997, she accepted the 
Artistic Directorship of the Australian Women’s Music Festival, presenting the 
work of 83 Australian women composers.  
 
Harvey’s recent chamber music appearances include the 2017 Tucson Winter  
Chamber Music Festival (USA) where she has performed annually since 2009.  
She has also collaborated with the Tokyo, Shanghai, Jupiter and Pražák 
Quartets, Joseph Lin of the Juilliard Quartet, and with solo musicians including 
Marc Andre Hamelin and David Schifrin amongst many others. Harvey also 
plays regularly as a Musica Viva artist in nationwide tours and recently 
presented a series of solo recitals in America at the University of Arizona, 
Indiana University and the Eastman School of Music.  
 
Having sought substantial funding from Australian private and governmental 
bodies, Harvey is committed to the ongoing commissioning, recording and 
performing program of new large-scale Australian works for the solo piano 
entitled The Sonata Project. By providing a platform upon which the work of 
21st century Australian composers is amplified, she seeks to increase the 
number of significant piano works written by female composers and to keep 
the support of classical acoustic solo piano recitals buoyant by engaging new 
audiences to experience them. Her inaugural Sonata Project concert 
performed in November 2017 within the Verbrugghen Hall at the Sydney 
Conservatorium of Music. More concerts and recordings are planned for 2018 
and beyond to celebrate the ongoing creation and performance of new works. 
 
To safeguard a vibrant future for pianists, Harvey is also currently researching 
injury preventive keyboard techniques to enable her wide circle of students to 
maintain prosperous and injury-free careers. 
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